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was considered too absurd to be legal 
in America, and it is. 

So much that coarsens society is 
done just a little bit at a time, just on 
the fringes, just on the edges. And par-
tial-birth abortion is just on the fringe, 
just on the edge, but yet coarsening 
our society, robbing us of the spirit, 
telling the world that we are not the 
country that we proclaim to be. And it 
is not even medically necessary. 

I would ask my colleagues, tomor-
row, if we get to a final vote, to sup-
port this language as is, not to pass 
any amendments to this bill. I encour-
age a very strong and robust vote, to 
send a message to America that this 
does offend us, and that this does 
coarsen our society, and we need to 
stop it, at least here. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois is recognized. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I will be 

brief, no more than 5 minutes. 
I will just say, I listened to the Sen-

ator’s remarks. I know the Senator has 
gone through some personal trials and 
tragedies in his family. I am aware of 
that. And I respect the Senator for not 
only his strength, but for that of his 
wife and all his family in enduring 
these trials. Many of our families have 
been through similar trials. 

I will tell you—and I am sure you 
will not be surprised; and I bet you will 
identify with this—some of the most 
heartening things I do are my visits to 
children’s hospitals and seeing these 
parents, many of whom have children 
with serious health problems, who 
show such courage and such determina-
tion. It is a miracle to watch them and 
to see a child finally survive and pros-
per, as this beautiful little girl whose 
portrait the Senator brought to the 
floor. 

It is a testament to God and a testa-
ment to the strength of the people who 
just do not give up when their children 
are at stake. I think that is the right 
thing to do. God has blessed me and my 
wife with three great kids, and a grand-
son to boot. 

I will tell you, though, it troubles me 
that we end this debate on a day when 
we had a chance to offer across Amer-
ica health insurance to pregnant moth-
ers who have no health insurance, so 
that they could have the best chance to 
give birth to a healthy baby, that we 
had that chance earlier in Senator 
PATTY MURRAY’s and Senator HARRY 
REID’s amendment—a chance to offer 
them health insurance. That amend-
ment was defeated. It was defeated on 
a 49 to 47 vote. Three Republicans 
joined us in voting for the amendment. 

I do not understand this: To have 
such depth of feeling and emotion for 
children, to have the medical resources 
to turn out like this beautiful little 
girl, and then to vote against that 
amendment; to vote against an amend-
ment which offered health insurance. 
How can you possibly rationalize that 
we would have such determination to 
provide these medical resources, and 

when Members were given a chance 
today, they voted no. They voted no. 

I believe this admiration, this 
strength of families, particularly of the 
ones I visit in hospitals, has to be put 
in context. These families have hope 
because they have access to the great 
hospitals, the great minds, the great 
doctors, medicine, and technology. 
Think of the despondency of the family 
with a sick child and no health insur-
ance, nowhere to turn, begging—beg-
ging—in an emergency room for just 
any attention whatsoever. 

So I would say my belief is that a 
commitment to family, a commitment 
to children, goes beyond the abortion 
issue. It goes to the basic issues of 
health care and health insurance. We 
had a chance today with the Murray 
amendment to do something about it. 
Sadly, we failed. 

I hope another day will come. I hope 
those who opposed it today saying, oh, 
it wasn’t in the budget, and we are 
going to save that for the budget reso-
lution debate, will say the same thing 
next week when the budget resolution 
comes to the floor. I hope they will join 
me and others and show that this com-
mitment to kids, this commitment to 
parents, this commitment to hope goes 
beyond the debate on abortion. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RAUL ELIZONDO DAY 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, our atten-

tion if focused right now on Iraq and on 
our troops—the men and women on the 
front lines who are protecting us. 

But we have always had men and 
women on the front lines protecting 
us—right here at home. They are our 
police officers, and they fight a war 
against crime every day. 

I’d like to talk about one of those of-
ficers today—Raul Elizondo, of the 
North Las Vegas Police Department. 

Raul Elizondo went to the same high 
school I did—Basic High School in Hen-
derson, NV. He was a member of the 
championship wresting team there. 

He went to the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, and then joined the North 
Las Vegas Police Department. 

We have some outstanding officers in 
North Las Vegas, but Raul Elizondo 
quickly distinguished himself as one of 
the best. 

He was known for going above and 
beyond the call of duty, and for getting 
personally involved in his community. 
He even helped get Christmas and 
birthday presents for children on his 
patrol beat. 

In 1994, Raul Elizondo was named 
‘‘Police Officer of the Year’’ by his col-
leagues in the North Las Vegas Police 
Officer Association. 

That same year, he got a special 
commendation from the Chief of Police 
at the Annual Policeman’s Ball. 

Two months later he was killed in 
the line of duty. 

This Thursday, March 13, will be 
Raul Elizondo Day in North Las Vegas. 

Officers from the North Las Vegas 
Police Department will go to the ele-
mentary school that’s now named after 
Raul Elizondo. They will read to stu-
dents there, and help with classes, and 
eat lunch with kids. 

Then in the afternoon they will have 
an assembly and a parade. 

I wish I could be there with them. 
But on Thursday, while I’m here on the 
Senate floor, I’ll be thinking about ev-
eryone involved. 

I will be thinking about the police of-
ficers, who will be carrying on Raul 
Elizondo’s tradition of being a role 
model for the community—as well as a 
law officer. 

I will be thinking about Raul 
Elizondo’s family—his mother Ann, his 
sister and his two brothers. 

I will be thinking about the officers 
of the North Las Vegas Police Depart-
ment, who still live with the pain of 
losing a colleagues and a friend. 

And I will be thinking of the police 
officers all over the country, and the 
sherrif’s deputies, and the FBI agents, 
and my old department—the Capitol 
Police. I’ll remember how they put 
themselves on the front lines every day 
to keep me and my family safe. I’ll 
offer my thanks for their sacrifice and 
my prayers for their safety. I hope you 
will join me. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I speak 
about the need for hate crimes legisla-
tion. In the last Congress Senator KEN-
NEDY and I introduced the Local Law 
Enforcement Act, a bill that would add 
new categories to current hate crimes 
law, sending a signal that violence of 
any kind is unacceptable in our soci-
ety. 

I will describe a terrible crime that 
occurred April 8, 2002 in Northern Vir-
ginia. Two men beat a tow truck driver 
on the Beltway near Washington, D.C. 
The tow truck driver, who is Iranian, 
stopped on the highway to assist two 
men who appeared to be in need of 
help. After the driver stopped, the two 
men punched and choked him while 
calling him racist names. 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 

f 

COST OF WAR WITH IRAQ 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, earlier 

today the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions held a hearing about U.S. plans 
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